The Dental Practitioners' Formulary, in addition to the information on the prescribable drugs, contains valuable guidance on prescribing, prescription writing, adverse drug reactions, oral sideeffects and medical emergencies in dental practice. This is a most valuable volume and the Dental Formulary Sub-Committee working in collaboration with the Joint Formulary Committee deserve the thanks and congratulations of the dental profession of the United Kingdom.
M N NAYLOR

Editorial Representative Section of Odontology
Non-A, Non-B Hepatitis R J Gerety (ed) pp 301 £30.20 London: Academic Press 1982 This detailed review by prominent workers in the field represents current concepts of non-A non-B hepatitis -the nomenclature alone indicates the limits of our understanding. The experimental techniques which have proved so fruitful in the elucidation of both hepatitis A and B viruses have yielded relatively little in this field. However, as this book shows, the results obtained in different laboratories in different countries have yielded comparable data with regard both to the epidemiology in man and to transmission to chimpanzees. Hopefully, new approaches using new techniques will be more successful and the next edition will have more lasting value. Meanwhile this work is useful for the specialist in the field but rather expensive when one considers its probable short shelf-life.
ELISE M VANDERVELDE
Senior Medical Microbiologist Virus Reference Laboratory Public Health Laboratory Service
Clinical Neuropathology R 0 Weller et al. pp 329 DMIOO Berlin: Springer-Verlag 1983 A book promising a fresh and attractively presented approach to neuropathology can count upon a warm welcome. Here two neuropathologists and two neurologists together with nine other contributors have combined to present the subject with special reference to clinical experience, and aim to cover a remarkably wide field within a very compact volume. Clearly the overall balance of such a book is critical, and its utility may be impaired if relative space demands are not kept in bounds. Some topics are extremely well covered: 59 of the 320 pages of text are devoted to peripheral nerve and muscle disorders and the illustrations here are outstanding. Normal anatomy and histology are also given some beautiful pictures and diagrams.
Inborn lysosomal storage disorders receive a separate chapter which includes biochemical structural detail. Multiple sclerosis, however, is given only a short section (about six hundred words) in the chapter on general pathology of the CNS, wherein there is no mention of Schilder's disease or Bale's concentric demyelination. Parkinson's disease cannot be found in the contents, but can be tracked down to its place in the 'acquired system degenerations' with the help of the index. Progressive supranuclear palsy is dealt with in a single terse paragraph. An excellent chapter is devoted solely to pituitary tumours and craniopharyngiomas, with eight pictures. Yet the primary lymphoma of the brain (microglioma) is not illustrated at all, nor is haemangioblastoma, and meningioma only represented with its commonest 'whorling' pattern.
At its best this book sets such an excellent standard that one is left wishing that all sections could have equally detailed coverage. In the first section there is a careful summary of basic theoretical and practical aspects of psychosomatic research. Here and throughout, the bibliography provided is useful and up-to-date and is enhanced by resumes of key papers written in the last 20 years by Professor Bonfils' team. The authors underline the need by physicians and psychotherapists to recognize particular difficulties in the use of terminology that may have different connotations for its different users. They Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 76 April 1983 333 divide the disorders into psychofunctional (e.g. functional bowel disease) where the contribution of psychological factors is more clearly seen to be precipitant than causative, and psychosomatic (e.g peptic ulceration and inflammatory bowel disease) where psychological factors are seen to contribute to a predisposing personality structure. Although with each condition the authors discuss at length psychophysiological observations, their bias is towards making use of psychoanalytic insight. It would have been helpful if the discussions about psychoanalytic theory could have been expanded inview of the highly original work that has been 'done in this field by various French psychoanalysts. Surgeons and physicians will be interested in the authors' discussions about the influence of personality on outcome in the surgery of peptic ulcer and in the descriptions of psychological aspects of inpatient management or ulcerative coli tics. Most valuable are the accounts (as process reports) of initial consultations with patients.
While the authors argue the case that psychoanalysis can deepen and enrich the psychosomatic approach to the patient with gastrointestinal disorders, they are careful to underline the limitations of long term psychoanalytic psychotherapy as a treatment of these conditions: few patients either present or are suitable for this treatment, according to the authors. Overall this concise book presents the work of a true team of hospital physicians and psychotherapists with new insights into the care of a complex group of patients. As such it bears witness to an old friendship between Freud and French medicine.
PETER SHOENBERG
Consultant Psychotherapist University College Hospital. London
Issues in Cancer Screening and Communications (Progress in Clinical and Biological Research, vol 83) C Mettlin & G P Murphy (ed) pp 541 £38.00 New York: Alan R Liss 1982 How depressing it is that in 1982, a collection of such platitudinous, uncritical papers on screening and health education can still find a publisher. It is well over 15 years now since the principles of evaluating screening for non-communicable disease became widely accepted and yet the majority of contributors to the conference reported in this book are still congratulating themselves on success judged only on their diagnostic yield, with apparently no thought for whether the patient benefits or for the side-effects of screening programmes. Similarly the educators claim that 'cancer information and education programmes have been dramatically effective', yet most contributors judge success only by the amount of effort put into the education and seldom pause to think of its outcome. There are one or two exceptions, providing a glimmer of common sense, notably a paper by Miller on control of breast and cervix cancers by screening, and a critical look at breast self-examination education by Grady et al. One or two interesting papers on themes unrelated to the title, such as one on oestrogen receptor differences in black and white breast cancer patients have also crept in. The book is full of unintelligible acronyms (the prevention SCIT, the PSA's' of CCPH complementing the CIL modelled on the CIS system) and transatlantic neologisms of which the worst must surely be 'prioritizing'.
The book is not printed but reproduced from authors' typescripts with a resulting diversity of type-faces, and also some errors which it is charitable to attribute to poor proof-reading. JOCELYN CHAMBERLAIN The important demonstrations in 1975 of naturally occurring peptides with morphine-like activity, and the presence in the spinal cord of opiate receptors, has led naturally to many studies of the effects of morphine and other opioids given intrathecally or extradurally. This volume consists of 25 papers on spinal opiate analgesia originally presented at the 1980 World Congress of Anaesthesiology. The first six papers present the general theoretical basis for the use of this form of analgesia. The remainder are descriptions of a variety of controlled, partially controlled and uncontrolled trials of the use of spinal opiates for intra-operative and postoperative pain relief and in the treatment of intractable pain.
Regional Specialist in Cancer Services SW Thames Regional Cancer Organization
The clinical papers here reflect the varied present-day attitudes concerning the place of spinal opiate analgesia, for great enthusiasm for this approach to pain relief in some quarters has been tempered by many reports of undesirable and occasionally dangerous side effects of the technique. All authors are agreed that spinal opiates given either intrathecally or extradurally can produce excellent and long-lasting pain relief. Good evidence is presented for morphine, because of its low lipid solubility and high receptor affinity, not being the ideal drug for this approach. Most of the uncontrolled and small trials presented here (and some are based on 5 or 10 subjects) are enthusiastic about the technique and report few or no side effects. The few
